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AIMS 

The Foodbank Fund has been established in response to the cost of living crisis and evidence that many 

foodbanks are facing the combined challenges of increasing need, escalating running costs, and food 

donations failing to keep up with demand. To ensure that foodbanks are able to support people through 

this crisis, Julia and Hans Rausing have made funds available through the Foodbank Fund, which is open 

to applications from eligible organisations as set out in this Applicant Guidance document.   

The Fund is open now and closes on 6 December 2022. If demand is very high, it is possible that the 

Fund may be closed early and so it is advisable to submit your application sooner rather than near the 

closing date. 

Funding is intended to cover costs such as purchase of additional food items for distribution to people 

in need, increased running costs (such as utility bills, staff costs, warehouse storage or distribution) or 

other support services delivered such as financial advice. 

The definition of a foodbank for the purposes of this Fund is a venue which regularly gives out 

emergency food parcels at least once each week and has been running for six months or more. 

 

ESSENTIAL CRITERIA 
 

• Non-profit organisation established before 2020.  

• Runs a foodbank that has been running for six months or more which regularly gives out 

emergency food parcels at least once each week. 

• Annual income between £25,000 - £1,000,000, as detailed in your most recent set of accounts. 

 

See page 3 for full eligibility criteria. 

 

ASSESSMENT 

Applications that meet the eligibility criteria and have submitted all requested information, will be 
assessed against the following: 

• Impact: how many people you help, whether you provide additional support.  

• Beneficiary need: increased need from beneficiaries. 

• Financial need: reduced ability to meet that need (e.g. increased costs, additional food stocks 
required to meet demand). 

• Value for money: fundraising costs, how you make use of volunteers (ratio of volunteers to 
staff). 

• Quality assurance: we will look for some form of independent quality assurance. This may be 
either confirmation that you receive food via a reputable independent distributor such as 
FareShare, or a letter of endorsement from a person independent of your organisation in 
support of your work (see How to Apply section below). 

• Location: priority may be given to foodbanks in areas of high deprivation or for other 
geographic considerations (e.g. to ensure a balance of funding across regions).  

 

The funds for this initiative are donated through private philanthropy and all funding recommendations 

are at the discretion of Mr and Mrs Rausing. Their decision is final and there is no right of appeal. 
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GRANT AMOUNT AND PAYMENT 

We ask you within the application to tell us how much funding you think you need for eligible costs. 
The minimum request is £500. We do not normally give grants that are greater than 20% of an 
organisation’s annual expenditure (this should not be taken as a target amount to request). 

Successful applicants may not receive the full amount requested. The grant amount will be determined 
by how well the assessment criteria have been met and the relative need. 

Funding decisions will be taken on an ongoing basis once the Fund has opened. The intention is that all 
applications are considered by mid-December and funds distributed as soon after a successful outcome 
as possible and ideally before Christmas. 

 

GRANT CONDITIONS AND REPORTING 

Successful applicants will need to sign and return a short grant agreement which sets out the terms of 
the funding. The agreement may be viewed on the Trust’s website.  

A brief report will be required by the end of July 2023, summarising how the funds were used, the 
difference they made and number of people supported over the funding period. A simple reporting 
template will be provided in order to make reporting as easy as possible. 

 

ELIGIBLE ORGANISATIONS 

Eligible organisations are those that meet the following requirements: 

• A legally constituted not-for-profit organisation, including registered charities, exempted 
charities, or other forms such as a company with social purpose (if not a charity, you must be 
able to provide evidence of your not-for-profit status, e.g. constitution with a relevant clause). 

• The organisation is based in and operates in the UK. 

• The organisation runs a regular foodbank (as defined above) 

• The foodbank is an established service which has been running for at least 6 months. 

• The foodbank is open to all, based on need. 

• The organisation running the foodbank was established or registered as a not-for-profit 
organisation before 1 January 2020 and has at least one set of accounts. 

• The organisation’s annual income is between £25,000 - £1,000,000. 

• Unrestricted/undesignated reserves are not above 12 months’ operating costs. 
 

ELIGIBLE COSTS 

Costs which the Fund can cover are: 

• Rent. 
• Utility and insurance costs. 
• Food (including other needed household items) purchase. 
•  Core staffing costs for roles required to deliver the foodbank. 
• Volunteer costs (e.g. travel). 
• Storage and distribution costs (including existing vehicle maintenance/running costs). 

 
Funds should be used within six months of payment. Where the organisation runs broader services, 
costs such as rent or staffing that may be covered can only be the portion of such costs that relate to 
the foodbank service. 
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INELIGIBLE COSTS 
 
Costs which the Fund cannot cover are: 
 

• Retrospective costs and expenditure which will already have taken place when the grant is 
offered. 

• Costs incurred six months after receipt of grant payment i.e. beyond June 2023. 
• Costs that do not directly relate to delivery of a foodbank service. 
• Redundancy costs. 
• Capital expenditure such as work to buildings or acquisition of new vehicles/equipment. 
• Entirely new projects/activity that has not previously been delivered as part of the foodbank. 
• Costs already covered from other sources, including other independent funders or Government 

funding schemes. 
• Fundraising costs. 
• Legal and professional fees. 
• Organisational reserves. 
• Funding for individuals. 
• Costs related to campaigning or the promotion of political or faith beliefs. 

 

HOW TO APPLY 

Applications should be submitted via the Online Application Form on the Trust’s website.  

Once you have registered on the system, you will be able to view all the questions that need to be 

completed in the online form. You can save and return to your application as many times as needed 

before completing and submitting it. 

As part of the application, you will be asked to attach supporting documents as set out below. 

All applicants must submit: 

• Safeguarding policy (PDF or DOC files) 
You will need to attach your current Safeguarding Policy.  

• Evidence of bank account (PDF or DOC files) 
You will need to attach a paying in slip or bank statement from the last three months to 

evidence your organisation’s bank account details. (If a bank statement is provided the account 

name, number and sort code should be clear, as well as the date. You may redact other 

sensitive information). 

You may also need to submit: 

• Accounts (PDF or DOC files) 
If your organisation’s accounts are not available via the Charity Commission or Companies 

House website, you will need to attach your most recent set of accounts. 

• Constitution (PDF or DOC files) 
If your organisation is not a charity, you will need to attach your organisation’s 

constitution/founding document showing its not-for-profit status. 

 

 

https://www.juliahansrausingtrust.org/foodbank-fund/
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Optional: 

• Letter of endorsement (max. 1 A4 page; PDF or DOC files) 
This is an opportunity to provide an independent quality assurance mark. You need only do this 

if you cannot satisfy this in some other way (see Assessment section, above). The letter should 

be dated within the last six months from a person independent of your organisation who has 

some public position or is a member of a relevant professional body, in support of your work. 

It should be on headed paper where possible. 

 

The intention is to make the application as simple as possible whilst still fulfilling our minimum due 

diligence requirements. 

ONLINE APPLICATION FORM TIPS 

Some helpful tips for completing the online application are listed below: 

• You will need to register in order to gain access to the application portal. You will then need to 

log in to begin a new form/return to a started form. 

• There is an Eligibility Quiz prior to gaining access to the full form, however you may view all of 

the Application Questions prior to registering. 

• Applications are only able to be submitted digitally. 

• You must complete the current page in order to progress/go back on the form, otherwise error 

messages may occur. 

• You can jump back in the Application Form using the buttons at the top of the page. 

• When filling in the form please pay attention to the Question subtext (in italics underneath the 

question). They detail the character limit of certain questions, and in some instances the format 

that an answer must be provided in e.g. number only, no symbols. 

• Help buttons, which are a Question Mark on the far right of the screen, provide additional 

information or help to assist you to complete the relevant question. 

• The form will strip out most formatting, so please avoid using bullet points. 

• The character limit figures throughout the application include spaces, so beware that spaces 

and additional lines will eat up your character limit. 

• You will be given an opportunity to review your application before you submit. 

 

TIMETABLE 
 

6 December 2022 Deadline for submission of applications (4pm) 

15 December 2022 Aim to notify applicants of decisions by mid-December 

23 December 2022 Aim to pay out all funds by this date (subject to demand on the Fund) 

June 2023 End of period within which funds may be used (6 months from receipt) 

31 July 2023 Deadline for submission of report 

 
Applications received after the deadline of 4pm Tuesday 6 December will not be considered, and 

incomplete applications will not be accepted. 
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HELP AND GUIDANCE 
 
This Applicant Guidance should be read in conjunction with the Frequently Asked Questions on the 

Trust’s website, to provide additional clarification. We are unable to answer any other queries. 

In the event of technical problems or difficulties when completing or submitting your application, 

contact admin@jhrtrust.com outlining the issue and including a contact number. Please include 

‘Foodbank Fund Technical Difficulty’ in the subject line of your email. 

https://www.juliahansrausingtrust.org/foodbank-fund/
mailto:admin@jhrtrust.com?subject=Foodbank%20Fund%20Technical%20Difficulty

